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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like building things? Do you like working with people to get things
done? Are you interested in how buildings are created and all the people
involved to make it happen? If this is interesting then you should consider
a career in construction.

What do Construction Managers do?

Take a minute to think about all the different parts of a building: the walls,
roof, floors, electrical systems, plumbing and heating. As a construction
manager it is your job to coordinate with every person who works on
those parts so that the building comes together properly. You may spend
one day working with the architect understanding the building plans and
the next day underneath the house looking at the pipes with the plumber.

What’s so green about that?

One important part of keeping the planet and our community healthy is
reducing how much stuff that goes into landfills and using materials that
are healthier for the planet to begin with. Construction creates a lot of
waste - the average home creates more than 4 tons of waste! By using
materials like sustainably harvested wood or non-toxic chemicals you can
also help out the planet. Did you know that some companies construct
buildings that stop 99.5% of the waste from going to the landfill? Maybe
you could make it 100%?
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How can | become one?

The first step is to arrange a job shadow with someone who is a construc-
tion manager and ask them questions about their work. Consider looking
for a labor job on a construction site so that you can experience how it
looks and feels. Study your math because you will need to understand
building plans and codes so that everything is built correctly on the site.
Research local colleges and universities to find out about their construc-
tion management programs, such as CCAC’s Building Supervision
Construction Degree
(http://www.ccac.edu/default.aspx?id=138617#degree) or Pitt’s program in
civil engineering with a focus on construction management
(http://www.engr.pitt.edu/civil/programs/bs/cec.html).

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

There are many construction companies in the Pittsburgh region, includ-
ing Mascaro Corporation and Massaro Corporation. Construction manag-
ers often start out with salaries in the low 40,000’s and can gain experi-
ence to reach the upper 70,000's. Each year the Pittsburgh area has
around 23 openings for construction managers.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



