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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like understanding how things work?

Does the idea of using printers to make the lights in your house sound
cool? Are you often thinking about new ways to design things? Do you
enjoy the precision of math? Do you like the experiments you do in
science class? If you said yes to any of these then you may want to consider
engineering.

What do Engineers do?

Engineers are the people who build and design most of the things you see
around you: roads, computers, cars, refrigerators or medical devices. If you
were an engineer you would choose to focus on what kinds of things you
wanted to work on. If you want to spend your time figuring out how roads
and bridges are made you would become a civil engineer. If you wanted
to learn about how machines function and are made, then you would
become a mechanical engineer.

What’s so green about that?

Think about this: one of the most difficult problems to solve is how to
make and use our stuff in a way that does not bother the environment. As
an engineer you would have the opportunity to learn and invent new ways
to make things work that are better for the planet. The company “National
Instruments” has a good description of Green Engineering on its website:
http://www.ni.com/greenengineering/.
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How can | become one?

First of all you want to learn about engineering and what kind is most
exciting to you — ask your teacher about going to an engineering company
to see what it is like. To be an engineer you will want to study hard on your
math and science and start thinking about what colleges offer engineering
degrees. Once you have studied hard and been accepted to college you
will be on your way to solving the toughest environmental problems of the
time! Pitt (http://www.mascarocenter.pitt.edu) and Carnegie Mellon
(http://www.ce.cmu.edu/research/eesm.html) both have programs for
green engineering. Check them out!

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

Engineers’salaries range depending on their specialty. In Pittsburgh many
people start out with a salary around 47,000 and can make up to 80,000
with experience. There are lots of engineering companies in Pittsburgh.
Some of the companies working on environmental issues include
Plextronics and Civil & Environmental Consultants. In the Pittsburgh area
each year there are about 100 openings for engineers a year. With industry
giants like US Steel, Alcoa, PPG and Westinghouse, there are many compa-
nies that are often hiring engineers.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



