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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you find yourself noticing how trees and shrubs and flowers go
together? Do you love being outside in all different kinds of weather? Are
you interested in ecology and understanding how people and nature
interact with each other? If these questions interest you then landscaping
may be a field for you to explore.

What does a Landscaper do?

Landscaping is a very broad field that includes everything from working
with the plants and soil in people’s yards to large projects in public parks.
Landscapers are in charge of making the natural elements of a place work
together, which includes everything from looking beautiful to properly
functioning water drainage systems. You may spend one-day planting
trees and another learning about the irrigation system.

What’s so green about that?

In order to live in balance with the planet we have to understand our
impact on our surroundings, including the amount of waste we create, the
kind of chemicals we put on the earth and how we conserve precious
resources like water and topsoil. Landscaping involves all of these issues
and presents an opportunity for improving the way in which we interact
with nature. Check out Phipps Conservancy’s website on ways to be
green: http://phipps.conservatory.org/project-green-heart/index.aspx.
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How can | become one?

Regardless of what part of landscaping you want to pursue, you will need
to understand basic ecology and have a working knowledge of how to
care for plants. There are many seasonal entry-level positions that require
a good work ethic and being in shape. More advanced landscaping
requires studying and understanding water systems, carpentry and a
deeper level of botany. If you are interested in the design element then
you will need to study landscape architecture. Check out CCAC’s program
in landscaping: http://www.ccac.edu/default.aspx?id=138603.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

Even with many people concerned about maintaining their home in tough
economic times, landscaping will continue. The spectrum of earnings for
landscaping is broad with laborers making about 20,000 per year and
landscape architects averaging 65,000. In the Pittsburgh are there are
over 3000 people employed in landscaping, with many seasonal openings
during the summertime.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



