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How do | know if this is right for me?

Do you like the idea of creating a new business? Do you feel passionate
about certain ideas and want to make them a reality? Are you willing to
take risks even if you might fail at what you are doing? Are you excited
about new and different energy sources? If these questions are exciting to
you then you may consider becoming an entrepreneur in alternative
energy.

What does a Renewable Energy
Entrepreneur do?

An entrepreneur sees a need and has an idea for how to meet that need.
Many entrepreneurs start their own business based on their idea. Some
start nonprofit organizations so that they can meet a social or environmen-
tal need. An entrepreneur works very long hours usually with a high level
of uncertainty about how his or her organization will do until a few years
have passed. As an entrepreneur you will need to be able to do many
different kinds of tasks — administrative, marketing, building relationships
and managing finances - in order to make your idea work. Some entre-
preneurs have connected renewable energy with small villages in Nigeria
and Thailand. What would you do?

What’s so green about that?
Much is unknown about how to best use renewable energy sources or
even whether we know all of the options available. This provides lots of

$ thousand

0o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

years

opportunity for new enterprises to explore this area. By creating more
businesses focused on renewable energy there will be more competition,
which will lead to better products and services that are of benefit to the
environment. By working on finding new sources or improving the current
ones you would be a part of solving some of the most complex problems
on the planet. that it will not run out like the other sources and when we
use it there is no pollution created. Some experts believe that up to 20%
of our energy could come from wind — more than half the time you spend
in school every day!

How can | become one?

The first thing to do is to set up a job shadow with someone working as an
entrepreneur to find out if it is interesting to you. In school you should
take business classes and work hard on your writing and communication
skills. There is no tradition path to becoming an entrepreneur, however if
you want to work with renewable energy you should have a very strong
understanding of energy and how it is used. Understanding how to
manage finances and write a business plan are also very important skills
for entrepreneurs to succeed.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

Pittsburgh has several thousand small businesses, but not a lot of new
ones, which creates an opportunity for new growth. Although it is very
risky to start your own business, there are many resources to help people.
The opportunities for growth depend on the market you enter and your
own drive for success and the competition in the field. To learn more,
check out the green technology network at the Pittsburgh Technology
Council: http://www.pghtech.org/networks/green-
technology/default.aspx.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



