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How do | know if this is right for me?

Are you interested in how large mechanical systems operate? Did you ever
wonder where water goes after it leaves the drain from the shower, sink or
toilet? Do you appreciate having clean streams and rivers and want to
keep them that way? If some of these questions interest you then you
should consider work in the wastewater treatment field.

What does a Waste Water Manager do?

Every major town and city must take care of the wastewater that is created
by its inhabitants. They do this by creating treatment facilities that cleans
the wastewater before it is returned to the environment. Waste Water
Managers are in charge of making sure this all happens correctly and the
waste is appropriately dealt with. As a manager you would have a broad
set of responsibilities from understanding how to test water quality to
dealing with any trouble that occurs with machinery.

What’s so green about that?

Water is one of the most precious resources on the planet and we have
responsibility to use it wisely. People working in waste water treatment
have a great opportunity to make sure that we deal with our water respon-
sibly and do not waste it or pollute it. Waste water managers in Pittsburgh
have very complicated challenges in the future as they address ways to
improve the old sewer systems built many decades ago and transform the
whole system into something new. Did you know that in Allegheny
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County the major treatment facility, ALCOSAN, treats 128,000 gallons of
wastewater a minute? (http://www.alcosan.org)

How can | become one?

The first thing to do is to set up a job shadow with someone working at a
wastewater treatment plant to see what it is like. Right now you can make
sure that you are learning all that you can in your science and math classes
so that you can be ready to deal with the complicated issues at the plant.
To be best prepared for this field you should consider pursuing a two-year
degree or an apprenticeship in wastewater treatment technology. You will
also need to study to get the state license to be a water system operator. If
you want to learn more visit these websites about water management:
http://www.wef.org/ or http://www.awwa.org/.

What could | earn? Where could | work? How
many openings are there?

Many local towns have a wastewater treatment facility in addition to
ALCOSAN, which serves most of Allegheny County. Wastewater managers
make an average yearly wage in the low 30,000s. The prospects for work in
this field in Pittsburgh are good considering the major changes in Allegh-
eny County'’s sewer system that will cost $10 Billion.

What makes a job green? A green job pays a living wage and helps to improve the environ-
ment of the planet. Remember — you can make any job greener by thinking creatively
about how it can help the planet.



